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President's QSO 


Hi Gang. 
What an exciting time for ham since our January, meeting! Let’s start at the beginning. 


On Saturday, January 20, 2001, N4ZRA and I made our way down to Forsythe for the 

- yearly GA ARRES meeting. During this meeting, one great announcement was made, 
and due to space constraints, I will keep to that subject. The director of Ga. Public 
Television, Mark G. Fehlig (mfehlig@gpb.org) has decided that the eight statewide 
locations of broadcast towers, should be made available to hams for repeater placement. 
The elevation of these towers could give us close to statewide coverage and solid access 
to the National Weather Service. I believe Jeff, KD4AOZ, has already initiated contact 
with reference to the tower that serves our local area, near Monroe. 


This is very exciting to me. Mr. Fehlig did not mention any restrictions on the bands 
being offered. This is a great opportunity to take care of some of the holes that now exist 
from area to area. We do well in northeast GA, as we have a higher population density 
than some of the middle and southern regions of the state. I hope that other clubs and 
individuals realize the potential of this and avail themselves of this opportunity. 


Another topic of discussion from the NWS was related to the fact that the Sky Warn 
training sessions have been reorganized and combined into multiple use groups. In so 
doing, the training sessions have divided into blocks of three or more counties, and the 
training would be offered not only to hams, but also emergency management personnel 
and anyone who wants to attend. The training time was an inconvenience for us, but we 
handled it very well. The Athens Radio Club was by far the largest single entity there. 
Sixteen members of the club were present out of the total attendance of forty-six. We 
accounted for a little over a third of the group. I would like to say thank you to the 
members who attended the meeting. The fact that so many ARC members were there 
speaks volumes about the club and our willingness to not hide ourselves away. We make 
ourselves known, and appreciated with all of our service activities. We may not be the 
biggest, but we represent the hobby and ourselves very well. KUDOS to the ARC. 


The meeting this past Tuesday was a little long, and I apologize for that, but we did have« 
a lot of material to cover. As a member, and not the president, I am very pleased with the 
progress of the club. We have approved a start on mobile communication capabilities. 
We finally have an answer on the likelihood of getting a tower for the repeater at the club 
site. If I understand everything correctly, the paper work takes about two years to go 
through all of the review processes needed to get to the approval or denial stage. I know 
that some members didn't make the connection of why they could put a tower up at their 
house without zoning questions etc. etc. etc. Well the answer is, it is not our building. 


And our landlord happens to be under the auspices of some local ordinances that deal 
with keeping the historical nature of Athens/Clarke. I am not saying that we may not 
some day get permission for our tower, but it is going to be a long process, I would 
strongly encourage anyone with the time and contacts to start the process to let me know 
that you would like to do this, and I will support you one hundred percent. But I neither 
have the time or demeanor to deal with a bunch of red tape. 


Now, what does this do to our goal of relocating the repeater? Well, it puts us into 
another mode of thinking. The site Jeff, KD4AOZ, has is great, and he has done a great 
job with it, but due to things beyond his control, the original club approval of moving 
there has changed. We no longer have club access to our own repeater, and, personally, 
this bothers me. I am more than willing to leave it up to the club as to what to do. If the 
majority of the club members are happy and don’t mind having the limited access, then 
things can stay status quo. I, personally, would like to find a more agreeable site, one 
which allows more club access to the repeater. I have been keeping my eyes open, and 
have discovered that Athens is a veritable antenna farm with many being held by small to 
medium businesses in the area. I am almost positive, that we can find a business willing 
to let us relocate. 


Here is a little laugh for everyone. How many have seen the lighted CHEVRON tower 
off of North Avenue? Now, talk about elevation! That sign should have its picture in 
Websters right by all of the entries for tall, high, elevation, etc. etc. etc. The point is, I 
think we can find a place if we look, or should I say “look up.” SO keep thinking about it 
and help me think of places or potential sites so we can get a list together. 


Robert, KE4OGD, has agreed to be our field day chairman. I ask each of us to be willing 
to do what we can and assist with out time, materials, and experience. This will be a lot 
of fun if we work together and share the work. So, please volunteer to Robert, don't make 
him come to you. No matter how big or small, it all helps. 


Well I guess that's enough for now. 
73 James KG4CWA : 


REMEMBER TO ENJOY THE HOBBY 


(For more information see GPTV Tower Update in this Emitter) 


Daa 


Minutes 


The re-scheduled meeting for the Athens Radio Club was held 2-13-01. President-James 
Geeter, KG4CWA, called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. There were 20 members and 
2 visitors present. Items on the Agenda were "Special Olympics" to be held on Sat., Feb. 
17°. Contact AF4czZ@ARRL.net for more info. Also mentioned was the "Sky Warn" 


training held on Tues., Feb. 6th at the Oconee County Courthouse Annex in Watkinsville. 
The program was well done and provided valuable information. 


The Treasurer Report was given by Jack Shrum, K4AHN, At the present there is a 
treasury balance of $2,550.54. Jack requested a $50 "petty cash" account for stamps and 
other small misc. items. Scott Sikes, KD4MSR, made a motion and Ed Riddle N4ALE, 
second the motion. Members unanimously voted the request in. 


OLD BUSINESS: 


President James Geeter, KG4CWA, brought to the floor an open position of Executive 
Committee member occupied by Robert Scales KE4OGD term. Ed Riddle N4ALE 
nominated Paul Smith, N4CUA; Scott Sikes, KD4MSR, nominated Steve Schwab, 
KT4Q. Members voted Steve Schwab, KT4Q, as the new Executive Committee Member 
until the end of Dec. 2001. 


Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, reported on the VE Testing held on Monday, Feb. 5th. There were 
10 candidates for testing; 4 are new Tech's, 1 a new General; 2 upgraded to General and 3 
to Extra. 

Ed also reported on the tornado drill to be held on Wednesday, Feb. 17th beginning at 9 
a.m. on the Watkinsville repeater 147.045 + 123 tone. Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, distributed a 

" Amateur Radio Emergency List" to be updated during the meeting, and returned to him. 
Ed will make the list available on his website. 


Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, and Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, met with Clarke County Emergency 
Director, Richard Rosser, regarding: 1) the Tornado Drill and 2) the ARC tower status. 
Director Rosser requested the following during the "Tornado Drill": 1) He needed to 
know if everyone could hear the alarms sounding, and 2) he wanted all amateur radio 
operators checking in to be pin pointed on a map to indicate where they were during the 
drill, Concerning the tower Director Rosser said that a recent law promoting "Athens 
Historical Preservation" has introduced guidelines that make it hard for additional towers 
to be placed on public property. 


NEW BUSINESS: 


President: James Geeter, KG4CWA, requested that we began getting ready for Field Day 
and assign a "Field Day Coordinator.” 


Robert Scales, KD4OGD, volunteered for the Field Day Coordinator position and was 
voted in by members. At the next meeting on Tues., March 6" other committee 
members will be assigned to assist with Field Day. 


President: James Geeter, KG4CWA, donated a 10-ft. tower section to be installed on an 
existing tower behind club shack. The date to complete this project will be announced at 
a later a date. 


President: James Geeter, KG4CWA, requested a lock to be placed on equipment closet in 
club shack. Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, requested a combination lock so that all members would 
have the code to get in closet. Robert Scales, KD4OGD, made the motion that a 
combination lock be installed on the closet door and that all items be recorded on an 
inventory list. The motion was seconded and the motion vote passed with one dissension. 


Robert Scales, KD40GD, donated a camping trailer to be leased for $1 for five-years to 
the club to be used by ARES communication. He requested $100 to be used to get new 
tires and paint camper. Ed Fuqua, N4VHA, made a motion and Jack Shrum, K4AHN, 
second the motion. The members voted in the request and authorized Robert to go ahead 
and get items for trailer repair. A motion was made to close the business portion of the 
meeting by Phil Koehler, AF4TQ, and second by Ed Fuqua, N4VHA. 


President James Geeter, KG4CWA, introduced Scott Sikes, KD4MSR, and his program 
on RF Safety and RF Station Evaluation. Scott began his presentation with a discussion 
of Bandplans for VHF and UHF frequencies utilization. He passed out band plan 
information and discussed MPE (Maximum Permissible Exposure), Duty Cycles (how 
long a radio can stay on before it gets hot), Controlled Exposure (exposure at your 
station), PEP (peek envelope power) and Amateur Radio Stations- any radio system and 
size. He gave a homework assignment to find articles for RF (RF Safety at Field Day 
Events) to be discussed at the next meeting. 


The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 6th at 7:30 P.M. at the Athens Club Shack. 
The meeting was adjourned by President James Geeter, KG4CWA, at 9:38 P.M. 


ER 


Reports 
ARC February Program 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank Scott, KD4MSR, for an awesome 
presentation this past Tuesday. As a ham (commonly labeled as a two-meter boy) I found 
the information on FM RF exposure to be of use. I never really thought about the fact that 
the human body is roughly attuned to the two-meter band. This was really interesting to 
me because as most of you know, I do have a jacked-up, older HT that puts out more 
power than it probably should. 


Also, our club has some good HF’ers that really know how to work a radio. You guys 
know how to do more with less. I know that some of you are working on around the 
world contacts with less than five watts. When you hit that great opening, that has got be 
a great feeling to have done that without all the amplifiers so readily used by other hams. 
It was nice of Scott to affirm not only the pleasure of, but also the safety of low power. I 
think it is great to have experienced operators in our club who already know how to 
conserve emergency power in case of an extended power outage. This is gained just by 
your mode of operation and standard practice. If I ever get through this code thing, I 


would appreciate it if someone would help me to learn more about using QRP on HF. I 
think it will be more of a challenge and thus more rewarding, as well as a lot safer. 


If I also understand correctly, if you call a contact and state QRP, you are more likely to 
get answered first in a pile up, and in contesting will be a first choice. I know that from 
working low power on 6 meters at our last field day, the QRP statement seemed to make 
a difference. And as a low power group, I thought we did very well. In fact, I think for a 
class, we blew many other clubs in the local area out of the water. 


Once again, thanks, Scott, for a great presentation, that we all learned a lot from as well 
as being reminded of good RF safety. I suspect that many other clubs could use a good 
solid presentation on RF safety like yours. 


KG4CWA James 


Skywarn Net 


On 2-16-01 at 19:13 hrs. a Skywarn Net was activated by the Athens Radio Club. The net 
was activated due to a condition yellow. Twenty stations checked in and provided 
weather updates as the weather passed through our area. The net closed at 20:45. Thanks 
to all the stations that checked in during that net. There was an HF net going on at the 
same time and even though I was able to monitor that net while I worked as net control 
for the Skywarn Net, I found it difficult to work both nets. I do want to thank Nick, 
KR4MS and Edwin, N4VHA for relaying info between the HF net and our net. 


This report is submitted by James, KF4AQO. 


Event Reports 


The Athens Radio Club Assists Local Home School Group with the ARRL School 
Roundup 


As an ARRL Special Service Club (SSC), the Athens Radio Club (ARC) is involved in 
many diverse activities. On Monday, February 12 the ARC was able to fulfill two 
components of the elements required to be a SSC by providing a local Home School 
group with assistance for competing in the ARRL School Roundup. This service fits into 
the category of “new ham development and training” and “operating activities”. 

Kate Rollor, KG4EYK, wanted to compete and asked her father, N4ZRA, if he would 
help her with the competition. Other home schoolers in the Northeast Georgia area were 
invited and a request was made to the ARC for the use of the club shack and the Yaesu 
FT-890. Permission was granted and 6 students dedicated a day to the contest. 


The students: Kate Rollor, KG4EYK, Sarah Rollor, David Dzimianski, KG4BWM, 
Daniel Dallas, Mark Dallas, and Andrew Whitehead started calling CQ on Ten-Meters at 
8:35 AM. Their first contact was ARC member Nick Bettis, KR4MS, who was mobile. 
His calm and causal conversation helped the students to relax and they became more’ 
intense in making contacts. The next contact was Austria, then Canada, then the United 
Kingdom, and then more USA stations. Contacts with the ARRL Station, WIAW, and 
the FBI Academy, K4FBI, gave them a big boost. By the end of the day the team, 
operating as N4ZRA, had made 45 QSO’s, having contacted 19 states and Canada 
Provinces, 4 DXCC countries, 2 clubs, and 11 schools. This gave them a grand total of 
3690 points for the School Roundup. They all had a great time and learned more about 
Amateur Radio and communications. 


Statewide Tornado Drill 


On January 20, 2001 the Georgia Emergency Management Agency announced 
that Severe Weather Awareness Week would be February 18-24, 2001. This observance 
was designed to educate Georgians about safety, preparedness, and response procedures 
for a variety of severe weather events. In addition to publicizing weather safety measures 
a statewide tornado drill was scheduled for Wednesday, February 21. The National 
Weather service initiated the drill around 9:00 AM that morning with a severe weather 
watch for Lumpkin County, At 9:23 AM, Jackson County issued a Tornado Watch. 

The Athens Radio Club and the East Georgia Chapter of the American Red Cross both 
decided to make good use of this drill to help assess the readiness of our emergency 
response so as to better serve in times of real emergencies. Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, setup a 2- 
meter station at the Red Cross headquarters, and passed traffic to the Red Cross 
personnel. The Red Cross participation involved the Damage Assessment Team (DAT) 
in a modified tabletop exercise. As the Athens Radio Club was taking check-ins on the 
KD4AOZ repeater in Watkinsville, Wayne Wilburn, Red Cross Disaster Director, was 
contacting DAT members using an emergency call down list to poll their availability for 
response. In a combined effort to acquire information from contacts, the Athens Radio 
Club and the Red Cross managed to communicate with emergency responders in 17 
counties. 

The National Weather Service conducted a statewide net on 3.975 MHz. Ed 
Fuqua, N4VHA, operated on this net and passed reports to the Athens Radio Club and 
Red Cross on the 2-meter net. The 2-meter net had 14 check-ins (counting net control) 
from Baldwin, Putnam, Clarke, Walton, Oconee, and Hancock counties. Red Cross 
contacted at least one emergency responder in the 13 counties they serve. 


The check-ins for the Athens Radio Club 2-meter net were: 
KE4UWI — Otis — Milledgeville, Baldwin County 

KA4Q — George — Eatonton, Putnam County 

KF4KGD — Josh — Athens, Clarke County 

KB4CMR ~ Chuck — Monore, Walton County 

N4UBI — Becky — Monroe, Walton County 

KF4RVA — Dennis — Toccoa, Stephens County 


KG4CWA — James — Winterville, Clarke County 

KF4WYP — Danny - Jefferson, Jackson County 

KG4EYK — Kate — Watkinsville, Oconee County 

W4WXA- Tom — near Sparta, Hancock County 

KD4JPE — Deborah — Watkinsville, Oconee County 

N4VHA — Ed — Athens, Clarke County 

KD4A0Z — Jeff — Athens, Clarke County 

Net Control: N4ZRA - Ed Rollor — Athens, Clarke County (Red Cross Headquarters) 


Of special interest is the fact that of 7 people still active in the net at the time of 
the tornado drill sirens, 1 out of 5 in Clarke County and 1 out of 2 in Oconee County 
reported hearing the warning sirens. In total, 2 of 7 people on the 2-meter net in the siren 
alert area heard the alarm. ; 

Red Cross made contacts in Banks, Franklin, Hart, Jackson, Madison, Elbert, 
Barrow, Clarke, Oconee, Oglethorpe, Morgan and Greene counties during their call down 
list drill, DAT members have been asked to be weather spotters with the upcoming 
severe weather season. All DAT members can report to the Disaster Director, Wayne 
Wilburn, any severe weather and resultant damages that may occur from such, in their 
particular counties. This assistance is especially needed on nights and weekends. 
Reports after hours can be made to the answering service (706-353-1645) and they will 
page the Director. 

A list of all counties contacted in drill by the East Georgia Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and the Athens Radio Club is as follows: Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, 
Clarke, Elbert, Franklin, Greene, Hancock, Hart, Jackson, Madison, Morgan, Oconee, 
Oglethorpe, Putnam, Stephens, Walton. 


Calendar 


March 6 — ARC meeting — 7:30pm 
March 24 — Oconee County Middle School — Brave Run 5k 
April 28 - March of Dimes Walk 


Hamfest Calendar 


17 Mar 2001 
Kennehoochee ARC 
http://gsl.asti.com/hootch/K ARC-HamF . html 
Contact: 
Margaret Durham, KB4QKW 
1097 Seven Springs Circle 
Marietta, GA 30068 
Phone: 770-977-4405 
Email: mjanewalls@aol.com 
28 Apr 2001 
Cherokee Capital ARS 
http://www.qst.net/k4woc 
Contact: 
James T. Howard, WQ4T 
171 Brian Drive SW 
Calhoun, GA 30701 
Phone: 706-625-0508 
Email: wa4t@arrl.net 
19 May 2001 
Statesboro ARS 
http://www.cs.gasou.edu/stars 
Contact: 
Tom Evans, KF4YLF 
1367 Goloid Church Road 
Sylvania, GA 30467 
Phone: 912-863-4970 
Email: kfylf@arrl net 
2 Jun 2001 


Georgia Section Convention 
Atlanta Radio Club, Gwinnett ARS, & Paulding ARC 
http://www. saf.com/arc/atlfest.htm 
Contact: 
John Talipsky, Jr., KA4VQH 
385 Madison Chase Drive 
Lawrenceville, GA 30045 
Phone: 770-995-6446 


Email: johnka4vqh@aol,com 
14 Jul 2001 


Lanierland ARC 
http://www. lanierlandarc.org/hamfest.htm 
Contact: 
Terry Jones, W4TL 
4816 Windwalker Drive 
Flowery Branch, GA 30542-5248 


Phone: 770-967-6364 
Email: w4ti@arrl.net 


Ham News 


Statewide ARES Meeting, January 20, 2001 


The Statewide meeting on Jan. 20th was a success in my book. I'm not taking the credit 
for it as I think it was mainly due to the interest shown by all the attendees and the 
individuals speaking. Around 3pm a head count was taken. The count totaled 102. I was 
very pleased to see so many DEC's, EC's, AEC's and ARES members sitting in the 
audience. 


The meeting minutes (edited: by Melanie Rollor, KG4DRY) go as follows: 


At 1pm, Sandy Donahue (W4RU) GA Section Manager, brought the meeting to order. 
After greeting everyone and opening statements, he introduced me, KM4Z. 


The first speaker was Dan Brown for Georgia Emergency Management Agency 
(GEMA). He is the Communications Supervisor and our (ARES) direct contact with 
GEMA. Dan gave some examples of how the ARES has provided important information 
during ice storms and severe weather over the years. He realizes how Amateur Radio can 
be a benefit to the State in times of disasters. He also makes sure that people in the right 

’ places with-in our State government structure knows about our deeds and supports us 
100%. GEMA is considering buying and installing some HF equipment for the Mobile 
Communications Van (MCV) this year. ARES will be participating in State training 
sessions and may get to attend the Governor's Hurricane Conference in May. Dan is a 
good friend to the ARES. 


Speaking next was Robert Tyler (KF4VBR) DEC of GEMA. Robert accepted this 
appointment this past November and immediately became active. He explained several 
ideas to the group involving different modes of communications such as continuous wave 
(cw), packet, APRS, PSK31 and even SSTV or ATV. The thought here is that all of us 
have different interests and each of these modes has some unique advantage in certain 
situations. He wants to. get all people involved, and by offering opportunities to use your 
favorite mode, it may just attract a few of you who.shy away from phone or FM repeater 
operation. Robert will participate in a Jan. 30th & 31st exercise with GEMA and Metro 
Atlanta ARES members. ; 


The next two speakers were from the National Weather Service. Barry Gooden (Severe 
Weather Forecaster) and Lans Rothfusz (KD5EJN - Meteorologist in Charge). Everyone 
knows Barry by his numerous SKYWARN classes he holds throughout the state, He 
spoke on the new SKYWARN training format that was introduced this year. 


Lans told about how he became interested in Ham Radio as a related benefit of being 
involved in storm spotting and predicting severe weather. He is very Pro-SKYWARN 
and as spring 2001 approaches, we will probably hear a lot more from Lans as we move 
into this stormy time of year. 


Mark Fehlig (WA6NGC) spoke next. He is the Director of Engineering for GA Public 
Broadcasting (GPB). Mark has a very impressive background with several "big named 
companies" and is very interested in emergency communications and helping ARES 
establish a linked repeater system with-in the state. He gave a nice power-point 
presentation of GPB facilities and up-coming programs that are going to be implemented 
soon. His big topic of discussion was the possibility of using GPB tower sites as repeater 
locations for statewide emergency communications. We're talking 1000-foot towers 
here, folks, so this is a remarkable opportunity. 


Mark Fehlig (WA6NGC) 


Then the finale of the whole day was awarding the 2000 ARES Amateur of the Year 
Award. It was my pleasure to announce Val Ashcraft (AF4VH) EC for Effingham 
County, was the recipient. Val has done an excellent job in Effingham County promoting 
the ARES and showing local officials there how we can be of service to them. He's 
participated in a group that revived a VHF emergency net in the Effingham, Bulloch, 
Chatam County area. He headed a project to acquire local government funds to purchase 
equipment for Automatic Position Reporting System (APRS) use. 


The meeting went a bit beyond the 4pm deadline. We adjourned at approximately 
5:15pm. The discussion about dividing up the ARES Districts into smaller areas was not 
discussed due to time constraints. This was tabled and will be discussed at a later date. 


So that marked the end of the meeting. Some photo ID cards were made and we had an 
APRS demonstration by Mike Hull (KD4DLT) and a neat portable repeater demo by 
Steven Reynolds (W4CNG). 


Lowry Rouse KM4Z 
GA Section Emergence Coordinator 


GPTV Tower Update 


Robert Burton 

KD4YDC 

ADEC ARES / NWS in Peachtree City (GA SKYWARN) 
GPTV Tower Coordinator for the NWS / GEMA 


[ have been asked by Lowry Rouse KM4Z (our ARES SEC for the out of state visitors to 
the Skywarn group) to coordinate a backbone system or hub repeater system for the state 
of Georgia. This project is a joint venture of GPTV, GEMA and NWS in the state of GA. 
I know that this will take several years to put in place. GPTV is in the process of 
installing new equipment and will have some left over hardline and antennas. They are in 
the process of doing an engineering survey to see what is on each of their towers and to 
label each. Some ham repeaters and at least one APRS digi is on these towers. We at the 
resent time have a "link system" that is in place. 

http://www. geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Hall/2885/ 


Add to this list 146.820- in downtown Atlanta on the Bank of America Bldg, 146.805+ in 
Jasper and 147.390+ in Thomaston. This is really using a "Star" system or "hub", all 
linking into one repeater. 


Clubs and existing clubs are going to be allowed on the towers with the understanding 
that their repeaters will be used for public service and will be involved with the "System". 
Please take a look at the towers; http:/www.gpb.ore/gptv/map.him. Most of these towers are 
in high elevation locations or are at 1000' to 1500! in height! Several of the towers in 
South GA can "see" each other, which will be nice. Most of North GA can "get into” the 
"Link" system as it sits now. We have several dead areas in the corners we are going to 
address also. 


I need suggestions for this system. It is my understanding that "most" sites will have 
some open hardlines and antennas, some may not. We are looking at allowing "clubs" to 


put their repeaters up and somehow "link" in. This may or may not work. An APRS digi - 
will go on each of these towers (maybe even with WX stations). 


If you are in the state of Georgia and are interested in putting something on one of these 
towers, send me a private email. Please understand what was mentioned above. Your 
repeaters will be called upon by the NWS and GEMA for use. 


Please be advised that I am in contact with several of the SERA people about this too. If 
your group wants to put a repeater on any of these towers it WILL be coordinated 
through SERA. The link frequencies will be too. . 


A Message From Lowry Rouse, KM4Z, GA Section Emergency. Coordinator 
Subject: [gaares] ARES UP-DATE 


Date: Thu, 1 Mar 2001 09:11:40 +0200 
From: Rouse Lowry@ccmail.ahistrom.com (Rouse Lowry) 
To; gaares@gold.dbscom.com 


I enjoyed the Dalton Hamfest this past Saturday and was very pleased to see so many 
ARES members there. The ARES forum was at 11 am and had approximately 25 
attendees counting the speakers. For those who were not there, here are some highlights 
of the forum. 


Felton Floyd (AF4DN) Northwest DEC opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. He 
introduced me (KM4Z), and I made a few opening statements about some EC changes in 
the state. Also talked about the ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Communication 
Course (ARECC) that has just recently been offered to the Ham community. This led into 
some talk of Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) and at that point I 
turned over the floor to Robert Tyler (KF4VBR), the GEMA District Emergency 
Coordinator (DEC). 


Robert reviewed the recent "Table Top and Field Exercise" GEMA conducted this past 
Jan. 30th & 31st. He reminded everyone of the new ARES CW net which meets the first 
Sunday of the month on 3.682 MHz at 6 pm local. Future use of digital modes to pass 
emergency traffic was brought to everyone's attention. 


Next, Robert Burton (KD4YDC) our State Linked Repeater Coordinator spoke to the 
group about progress that has been made with the "Linked Repeater System project". 
Some concern has been shown from a few individuals about the possibility of creating 
interference to existing repeater groups. Obviously with the 1,000 foot plus height of 
these GA Public Broadcast (GPB) towers, any transmitting equipment could and would 
interfere with existing repeaters, many miles away. Let me firmly state that at no time 
had the GA. Section ARES planned on installing equipment on these towers without first 
coordinating the frequencies with the Southeast Repeater Association (SERA). Now, 
having said that, I had the pleasure of meeting Richard Wright (W4LOC) the SERA 
Director for GA at the Hamfest. He attended our ARES meeting and both Robert 


(KD4YDC) and I had conversation with him about this project. He was very supportive 
of this “linked repeater system" idea and already has begun researching some available 
frequencies for this system's use. Before any transmitting equipment is put into operation, 
Richard will be alerted and all possible precautions will be taken to prevent interference 
to existing systems. SERA guidelines will be followed thoroughly and completely. So 
anyone concerned about uncoordinated equipment going "on the air" with this proposed 
“linked repeater project", rest assured that ARES is not going to proceed without the 
blessings of SERA. I want to thank Rick (W4LOC) again for attending the meeting and 
being so helpful to the ARES. 


Asa side note here, I suggest becoming an Associate Member of SERA. I've been a 
member for many years and enjoy reading the articles published in the Repeater Journal. 
Our own Hall County EC Terry Jones (W4TL) is an Assistant SERA Director and journal 
correspondent for GA. He assembles and creates articles for the Repeater Journal 
Magazine you receive for being an associate member. For more info go to 

http://www. sera.org website. 


The forum lasted almost an hour and we let out about 11:55 am. It was a good forum 
because J left with a feeling of satisfaction that people are sincerely interested in 
emergency communications and are behind the ARES program. They want to see it grow 
and those that took time to come to the forum are the ones whose interest will help make 
this happen. If I may use the very familiar "small seed big harvest" theme here, those 25 
attendees could take their enthusiasm and spread it to dozens more and ‘thus keep the ball 
rolling well into the future. Thanks for attending the forum and thanks to Dalton Radio 
Club for letting us have the forum there. 


Felton (AF4DN) had three ARES members apply for EC positions in his District at the 
Hamfest, Two of the counties had vacant EC positions while the third county's EC had 
dropped his ARRL membership thus becoming ineligible for an appointed position. As 
soon as Felton confirms these appointments with me, I'll pass it along to the GA Section. 


We have some other changes in EC positions. Some of these appointments have been 
announced on the State Net but here it is again. 


Reed Krenn (WW3A) has held the EC position in Pickens County for a number of years. 
He has served ARES well but has decided to step down as EC. His company requires him 
during any emergency situation to give them full attention, thus making it difficult to 
perform his EC duties. He will still be working in the communications field though by 
trying to keep or get working again the telephone system for his area. Without crews 
working to get normal communications means back on line, we as emergency 
communicators would never get to go home after a disaster hits, Hi Hi. Thank-you Reed 
for your service as Pickens County EC and we know you're not leaving us but just taking 
on a different role. 


I'm happy to announce that Pat Haynes (K4BEH) will be filling the Pickens County EC 
slot. Pat lives in Jasper and a lot of you will know Pat as an avid traffic handler for the 


National Traffic System (NTS). Pat will be coaching us on proper traffic handling and 
has already made a couple of suggestions about sending some ARES net info via a 
Radiogram. Contact Pat at k4beh@juno.com, Welcome aboard Pat and look forward to 
working with you. 


James "Pappy" Doughty (KSPRE) of Young Harris has been appointed EC of Towns 
County. Pappy is well known around NE GA as well as the Atlanta area. Pappy is active 
in the GA Single Sideband Net and I believe he checks into the GA Cracker Net from 
time to time. He's very active in his county when emergencies arise and really has been 
performing EC duties but it just wasn't "official" with the ARRL until now. Contact 
Pappy at kSpre@alltel.net. Pappy, thanks for accepting the position and welcome 
aboard. 


Alan Sykes (KR4AE) long time EC for White County has retired from his EC position. I 
saw Alan at Dalton from a distance but unfortunately was so preoccupied with ARES and 
ARRL activities that I didn't get to personally meet him, shake his hand and thank him 
for his service to the ARES. So, Alan, thanks for your work with the ARES and good 
luck with future plans. By the way, Alan’s not gone away, but will settle back to being an 
ARES member and will be supporting the new EC. As soon as Rick Darby (KE4NJX) 
contacts the individual Alan suggested as his replacement and confirms his appointment, 
T'll pass it on to you. 


This appointment has just happened this week. I'm proud to say we now have an EC for 
Greene County. John Shinall (K4YK) of Greensboro sent me a very impressive e-mail 
about what's going on in Greene County with the local emergency agencies. He also has 
been handling EC functions there but just no official appointment had been sought, so it's 
time to make it “official”. John's involvement with emergency communications and real 
time disasters as listed on his application would be make a good resume for an EMA 
position. John has a 440 repeater and an APRS digi-peater ready to "go on the air” but 
needs help on the installation end of the project. Being halfway between Atlanta and 
Augusta, this link in Greenesboro is a strategic addition for us. Please, if you can help 
John in the installation, contact him at k4yk@arrl.net. I don't know what type help he 
needs at this time so contact John for details. Thanks John for accepting the appointment 
and look forward to seeing ARES activities progress in Greene County. 


I unfortunately have an EC opening for Jeff Davis County in the SE District. The 
previous EC didn't renew their ARRL membership and didn't respond to my e-mail about 
it so I had no other alternative but to reopen the position slot. If interested in the 
Emergency Coordinator (EC) position or know of someone to suggest, please e-mail me 
at km4z@arrl.net. 


Anew GEMA webpage is being constructed by Robert (KF4VBR) and when he gives the 
word, I'll post the web address and you can take a peek at it yourself: Rodney (KF4PCN) 
EC for Dekalb is helping with the building process and they may be some others involved 
too. Robert is doing a great job as GEMA DEC and has made great strides with 
promoting ARES with the GEMA staff. Thank you Robert for doing a great job. 


That's enough news for this e-mail I think. I have some more items to list but will do 
another mailing in a few days. I need to get all the t's crossed and i’s dotted before posting 
it to the GA ARES Reflector. Thanks for supporting the State ARES net on Sunday 
afternoon so well. Don't forget, Ms. Dot (KA4HHE) will be giving the program this 
coming Sunday March 4th on the net. So check in or at least listen in and you'll get to 
hear a good presentation by Ms. Dot. Take care and thanks again for all the support being 
shown to me and the GA Section ARES. 


MESS 


Member News 


Savannah Belle Schwab 
born Thursday, February 18, 2001 
daughter of Steve, KT4Q, & Marti Schwab 


Congratulations to the Schwa 


b Family!!!!! 


Excerpts from ARRL Newsletter 


==>$0-35 SATELLITE FAILURE BELIEVED PERMANENT 


SUNSAT SO-35 has ceased operation, and ground controllers at South 
Africa's Stellenbosch University, where the satellite was built, say 
$0-35 appears to be off-the-air for good. The satellite had served as a 
popular and easily accessible FM-mode repeater. 


"Unfortunately, little hope remains after two weeks of recovery 
attempts," said Stellenbosch University's Johann Lochner, ZRICBC, in a 
posting to the AMSAT pulletin board. "Thanks to all who shared in our 
fun, Your feedback and encouragement made most of it happen.” 


==>ARRL OFFERS NEW FIVE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


With a membership dues increase going into effect July 1, 2001, the 
ARRL is offering a special five-year membership plan until then, so 
members can lock in at the current, lower dues rates. Effective 
immediately, current or prospective ARRL members in the US and US 
possessions can obtain a five-year renewal or membership for $146 ($122 
for those 65 or older)--a saving of $24 ($18 for those 65 or older) 
from the cost of year-to-year renewal at current rates! 


==>DAVID CLARK TO RESURRECT ROUND-THE-WORLD ATTEMPT 


Within hours of a maritime disaster in which his sailboat sank and his 
beloved canine companion Mickey was lost at sea, 76-year-old David 
Clark, KB6OTAM, was ready to once again set sail. Despite the 
devastating loss, Clark has vowed to continue his effort to become the 
oldest person to sail solo around the world. 


Clark may have ham radio to thank for being alive. According to media 
accounts, when Clark realized he was in trouble, he used his onboard 
ham gear to call for help. 


Following his rescue February 7, Clark told his wife, Lynda, that he 
would complete his journey "if I have to swim." Clark had begun the 
final leg of his round-the-world sail when his vessel, the Mollie 
Milar, sank two days after leaving Cape Town, South Africa. He had 
hoped to reach Ft Lauderdale, Florida--where he began his journey in 
late 1999--by mid-May, a sail of approximately 7000 nautical miles from 
South Africa. 


Clark now is back in Cape Town, thanks to several South African hams, 
and he's making plans to restart his adventure with another vessel. 


Lynda Clark said that since speaking with her husband by telephone, 
she's been able to get more accurate details on what happened the night 
of February 7, when the Mollie Milar began taking on water and her 
husband and Mickey, a west highland terrier, had to abandon ship in 
rough seas. 


Clark is said to have put out a distress call via Amateur Radio, and 
his call was picked up in Cape Town and relayed to maritime rescue 
authorities. 


"Tt was very fortunate that there was a ship close by," she said. 


The container vessel Emonte was equipped to mount a rescue effort. The 
Emonte Launched a lifeboat with a crew of four, which subsequently 
capsized. But David Clark and Mickey were not aboard at that point. 


With the initial rescue effort foiled and thinking the ship might not 
be able to rescue him after all, Clark prepared his own lifeboat for 
launch, Lynda Clark said. By then, the ship was within a few feet of 
Clark's 44-foot steel-hulled sailboat and again ready to attempt a 
rescue. A line was thrown, and Mickey was put into a sling to bring him 
aboard first, but he wriggled free and was lost at sea. 


For his part, Lynda Clark continued, "David had all he could do to get 
himself up the side of that ship at this point, and limited time to do 
oe" 


Hams in East London paid Clark's fare to Capetown and arranged for a 
hotel. Another group of hams is said to be looking after Clark in Cape 
. Town. 


"He will get to Ft Lauderdale to complete the goal, we just don't have 
the date yet," Lynda Clark said this week. For more information on 


David Clark's journey, visit http://www.dclark.com and 
http://www. captainclark.com. 


==>SOLAR UPDATE 


Even with a quiet sun, there have been some unsettled geomagnetic 
conditions, but no real geomagnetic storms. February 6 was a bit 
unsettled, but the planetary K index only briefly reached 4. Planetary 
A index for the day was 11, which was also the mid- latitude A index. 
Projected planetary A index for the near term is mostly in the single 
digits. 


Propagation guru Tad Cook, K7VVV, Seattle, Washington, reports: The 
quiet sun period continues, as the sunspot number dropped below 100 and 
solar flux went down to 137.9 on Wednesday. The last two times that 
solar flux values were this low were on December 9 and September 13 of 
last year. ; : 


Average solar flux for the past week was down almost 15 points and 
average sunspot numbers were off by over five points, when compared to 
the previous week, The forecast for the next few days has solar flux 
dropping to 135 on Friday and Saturday, and bottoming out around 130 on 
Sunday and Monday. It is Then expected to rise rapidly from 135 to 165 
February 21-23. 


Despite the relatively quiet sun, there was some geomagnetic activity 
this week. Earth entered a high-speed solar wind stream on Tuesday, and 
the results were planetary A indices of 19 and 17 on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, with planetary K indices as high as four over much of the 
two days. This wind stream was probably the result of a coronal mass 
ejection that occurred Sunday. Fortunately, the bulk of this ejected 
mass missed us. 


IN BRIEF: 


* Oscillating preamps generate rash of interference complaints: The FCC 
reports it's gotten word of a rash of interference problems created by 
oscillating preamplifiers built into Winegard TV antennas used 
primarily on RVs, campers and motor homes. The oscillations generally 
appear in the 400-500 MHz range--and sometimes elsewhere~-and have 
caused interference problems to public safety and Amateur Radio 
operation at distances of several miles away. The FCC's Gary 
Hendrickson says Winegard has acknowledged the problem and estimates 
that there may be as many as 40,000 defective units in the field, which 
it has agreed to replace at no charge. Owners, RV dealers or repair 
shops that might have new, but defective, units in stock should contact 
the factory at Burlington, Iowa, at 319-754-0600. Winegard also has 
proposed a proactive program in which service technicians will visit 
the larger campgrounds, rallies and dealers around the country, 
actively look for defective/radiating units in operation or on the 


dealer's shelves, and replace them at no charge to the customer, 
regardless of the age of the unit.-~-Gary Hendrickson/ FCC 
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